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as the other victims of this terrible arduous trek across the desert to Mecca. The Sacred Carpet was, of course, the centre of interest to the waiting crowd. It travelled under a magnificent catafalque, covered with cloth-of-gold, and was guarded by an escort of soldiers who pressed close around it.
Preceding it was the covered conveyance which had contained the presents sent from Damascus to the Holy City, and following it rode the Sheikh Ul Islam in full priestly robes of bright green and white turban.
The Governors of Damascus, both civil and military, and all the soldiers stationed in the city, together with the sheikh of that place, had gone out, mounted, to meet and receive the procession. They now returned with it, some of them riding beautiful Arab horses.
The Sacred Carpet was taken to the military Serai, and there in the presence of the thousands who pressed forward and reverently kissed it, it was deposited for safe-keeping in the custody of the governor, who is responsible for it until next year, when it emerges once more for its annual pilgrimage. Its mission on arrival at Mecca is to cover the Kahaba or sacred stone.
The bazaars of Damascus are perhaps its most attractive feature, its monuments being few, and more or less devoid of interest.
We visited, of course, the huge new mosque rebuilt on the site of the one far more beautiful, no doubt, and containing exquisite things in the way of old tiles, which was burnt down some years ago. The present one is attractive on account of its vast height and length, and the immensity of its court.164                   ' INDISCRETIONS'

as the other victims of this terrible arduous trek
across the desert to Mecca. The Sacred Carpet was,
of course, the centre of interest to the waiting crowd.
It travelled under a magnificent catafalque, covered
with cloth-of-gold, and was guarded by an escort
of soldiers who pressed close around it.

Preceding it was the covered conveyance which
had contained the presents sent from Damascus
to the Holy City, and following it rode the Sheikh
Ul Islam in full priestly robes of bright green and
white turban.

The Governors of Damascus, both civil and military,
and all the soldiers stationed in the city, together
with the sheikh of that place, had gone out, mounted,
to meet and receive the procession. They now
returned with it, some of them riding beautiful Arab
horses.

The Sacred Carpet was taken to the military Serai,
and there in the presence of the thousands who
pressed forward and reverently kissed it, it was
deposited for safe-keeping in the custody of the
governor, who is responsible for it until next year,
when it emerges once more for its annual pilgrimage.
Its mission on arrival at Mecca is to cover the Kahaba
or sacred stone.

The bazaars of Damascus are perhaps its most
attractive feature, its monuments being few, and
more or less devoid of interest.

We visited, of course, the huge new mosque rebuilt
on the site of the one far more beautiful, no doubt,
and containing exquisite things in the way of old
tiles, which was burnt down some years ago. The
present one is attractive on account of its vast height
and length, and the immensity of its court.lage. thought this pointed to some danger hidden from
